
	Types of studies
	Extent 
	Description of studies

	Basic studies  	
	30 ects
	Basic studies consist of introduction to UAS studies, learning objectives and content of education. Basic studies form a solid foundation for professional growth, responsible working, lifelong learning and the development of language and communication skills.

	Professional studies
	110 ects
	Professional studies provide the student with knowledge, skills and attitudes needed in the work of a Bachelor of Social Services. These studies consist of compulsory and alternative professional studies.
The compulsory professional studies (95 ECTS) offer a comprehensive knowledge base in the social field.
The student also chooses advanced professional studies, 3x5 ECTS totalling 15 ECTS
- early childhood education expert’s study path
- case management expert’s study path
- a combination of the above mentioned study paths or
- an individual study path focusing on e.g. entrepreneurship
1) The early childhood education expert chooses the courses Early Childhood Education Pedagogy, Special Support for the Child and Empowering Participation of the Child as well as the course Early Learning and Guidance.
These abilities are needed when working work with families in day care, special education and family work. The student learns skills to support growth and guide clients. He or she learns to work in teams as a social work specialist and develop his or her professional skills taking the needs of individuals and families into account. The student is required to complete at least 60 ECTS credits of early childhood education studies to be qualified for working as a kindergarten teacher. 
2) The case management expert chooses the following courses: Empowering Participation and Empowering Case Management, Rehabilitation and Supporting the Client and Services for Working-age People and Employment.
These skills and abilities are needed when working in e.g. day centres, supported housing, assisted living facilities, care homes, rehabilitation homes, home care and care institutions, social services centres, employment services centres as well as when working for the Social Insurance Institution in Finland and for other insurance institutions.
3) The student can choose both early childhood education 
expert’s study path courses and case management expert’s study path courses to be included in his or her advanced professional studies. This enables the student to gain skills and competence in work practices at the individual, family and community level. 
These skills are needed when providing early support, in problem 
prevention and rehabilitation work in various operational environments, e.g. in child and youth work, child protection and different early support tasks.
4) The student can combine different alternatives at Savonia UAS to be included in the advanced professional studies.
A student wishing to become an entrepreneur can choose innovation and entrepreneurship study path courses, the so called yPolku studies offered for all Savonia UAS students. In this case the student chooses to do his or her internship in care and other companies where he or she can learn about entrepreneurship in social and health care.  Students can also choose courses to be included in the advanced professional studies from other universities of applied sciences, e.g. correctional services studies.

	Internship
	45 ects
	Basic and professional studies include guided and supervised internship periods (3x15 ects) to be completed in close cooperation with working life in different service, rehabilitation and operational units and in development projects. During the internship the student becomes familiar with practical work and learns to apply knowledge and skills in working life. The supervised internship prepares the student for working life by deepening his or her professional skills and competence. It also makes it easier for the student to find employment in the field. The student learns to think critically and combine theory with practice in real-life situations. 
The student is required to complete a certain number of credits before the start of his or her internship period: 
- Professional internship 1 SSOHAR1A/10 ECTS and SSOHAR1B/5 ECTS (30 ECTS)
- Professional internship 2 SSMHAR2A/10 ECTS and SSMHAR2B/5 ECTS (90 ECTS)
- Advanced internship SSKHARA/10 ECTS and SSKHARB/5 ECTS 
(150 ECTS). 
The student is responsible for:
- finding the internship placement and setting the objectives
[bookmark: _GoBack]- reporting on the internship in accordance with the internship plan

	Thesis

	15 ects 
	The thesis can be research or practice-based. It can also be a development work which is closely linked with current development needs in working life. The internship, project, research and data 
acquisition studies and thesis work develop skills and competence needed in self-improvement and development of professional work. The thesis is a work and learning process supervised, guided and evaluated by professionals.
 In the thesis process the student is responsible for
- finding a thesis topic integrated with working life
- increasing his or her knowledge in the subject field and creating the framework for the assignment
- completing the assignment and reporting on the process and outcomes
- finalising the thesis and drafting information material.
The thesis offers a flexible way of entering the working life and a good opportunity for networking in the field.

	Alternative studies

	10 cr
	Alternative studies direct and support the development of the student’s expertise according to his or her interests. The student can choose courses from joint study modules at Savonia UAS or courses that are arranged by other faculties at Savonia UAS or by other schools or universities. The studies arranged elsewhere have to correspond to the level of studies in higher education.

	Total
	210 cr
	



