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	Competence area
	Competence at level 6

	Knowledge
	A Dental Hygienist possesses comprehensive and advanced knowledge of health care including critical and analytical understanding of theories, key concepts, methods and principles. He or she understands the extent and boundaries of the professional tasks in the health care field.

	Skills and Application

	A Dental Hygienist possesses advanced skills in oral health care based on the best possible evidence and the capability to apply knowledge and find creative solutions for complex and unpredictable problems in oral health care.

	Responsibility, Management and Entrepreneurship 
	A Dental Hygienist possesses the capability to manage complex professional activities or projects and is able to work independently in expert positions in oral health care. He or she is able to make decisions in unpredictable operational environments and possesses the basic skills and knowledge for working as an entrepreneur in the field.

	Self-development and Lifelong Learning
	A Dental Hygienist possesses the capability for continuous learning and for assuming responsibility for the assessment and development of his or her skills and competence. He or she knows how to communicate both orally and in writing to audiences representing the health care field as well as to other audiences. He or she is able to interact and communicate independently in an international environment.
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Generic competences
	
Description of the competence


	Learning competence
	· can evaluate and develop his or her competence and learning methods 
· can acquire, handle and evaluate information critically 
· can assume responsibility for the learning outcome of the group and for the sharing of acquired knowledge
· can integrate the entrepreneurial course of action into his or her professional development and career planning


	Ethical competence
	· can assume responsibility for his or her activity and its consequences 
· can act in accordance with the professional ethical principles of his or her field 
· can take various actors into consideration in his or her work 
· can apply principles of equality 
· can apply principles of sustainable development 
· can exert social influence by using his or her competence and on the basis of ethical values


	Working community
competence
	· can act as a member of the work community and promote the well-being of the community 
· can make decisions in unpredictable situations 
· is capable of work management and independent work in expert duties 
· has entrepreneurial skills


	Innovation competence
	· can work on projects 
· can implement research and development projects by applying existing field-specific information and methods 
· can search for customer-oriented, sustainable and financially profitable solutions


	International
competence
	· has the language skills needed in the work tasks of the field and for the development of these tasks
· is capable of multicultural cooperation 
· can take the impact and possibilities of internationalisation into consideration in his or her own work
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	Specific competences of a Dental Hygienist 
	Description of the competence

	Health promotion in oral health care work

	A Dental Hygienist
· understands the basis of health promotion and resource-centred working methods
· is able to use them in oral health promotion among individuals, families and communities
· masters evidence-based oral health promotion
· is able to work as an oral health specialist in a multiprofessional team
· is able to participate in oral health promotion at the social level

	Oral health care skills and competence
	· understands the oral health care process, dental and oral disease prevention and the prevention methods of caries and precursors of periodontal diseases
·  is able to treat  periodontal diseases and use pharmacological knowledge in his or her work
· is able to take intra-oral and panoramic radiographs and work in accordance with radiation safety principles
· masters the methods of orthodontic treatment and treatment of temporomandibular diseases
· is prepared to participate in the  oral health care of surgical patients and  patients with prostheses

	Safety and security management in oral health care and the work environment
	· understands the principles of occupational health and safety
· follows the principles of ergonomics
· masters the safe use of materials, equipment and machines
· is able to work in an emergency oral health care situation
· masters the principles of pharmaceutical treatment in oral health care
· masters the methods of  information and communication technology in oral health care 
· masters the use of health care data systems following the principles of data protection and security
· is able to assume responsibility for the operational readiness at the reception desk

	Development and management skills in oral health care 
	· understands the principles of quality management and is able to apply them to his or her work
· is able to apply his or her R&D knowledge to the development of oral health care
· understands the principles of frontline management and is able to apply them to his or her wok
· is able to combine entrepreneurial practices and his or her expertise and career planning
· understands the basis of wellness entrepreneurship and the process of setting up a business
· understands the principles of  developing an ethical wellness business idea
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